Predictors of influenza immunization among home care clients in Ontario.
This study examined factors associated with the receipt of influenza vaccination among Ontario home care clients. Home care clients were assessed, as part of a routine home visit, during a pilot study of the Resident Assessment Instrument - Home Care (RAI-HC) in 12 Ontario Community Care Access Centres (CCACs). The RAI-HC is a multidimensional assessment that identifies clients' needs and level of functional ability. Multiple logistic regression was used to identify factors associated with influenza immunization in the two years prior to assessment. The overall rate of immunization reached about 80% by 2002. Factors such as age, respiratory problems, diabetes and congestive heart failure were associated with greater uptake, but overall rates of influenza immunization were lower than expected. Low education, smoking and poor medication adherence were negatively associated with influenza immunization. In addition, there was considerable variation in uptake among CCACs after adjusting for other significant individual-level independent variables. Comprehensive assessments like the RAI-HC can be used to help identify and respond to health promotion and disease prevention issues in this population, and to compare rates across Canada.